Introduction
Gonorrhoea is the most frequently reported communicable disease in the United States. During 1977, the Center for Disease Control reported 1 000 177 cases and estimated the actual incidence of gonorrhoea at 1 6-2-0 million cases annually.' In women, culture of samples from both the cervix and rectum on Thayer-Martin media is the recommended method for making the diagnosis of gonorrhoea.2 Performing bacterial cultures on a large population of women at risk for this disease is both expensive and inconvenient. Public health authorities have been searching for a more practical and socially acceptable method of identifying asymptomatic cases. Recently, Neisseria gonorrhoeae has been recognised on The possibility of using an already widely accepted diagnostic technique, such as the cytological smear, as a means of screening for gonococci is attractive. Unfortunately, this study suggests that the excessive time taken to examine the slides, poor interobserver reliability, and a low sensitivity for finding diplococci make the Papanicolaou smear an impractical method for detecting gonorrhoea in asymptomatic women.
